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decision to be null and void, he had no intention of
accepting it. But the most general opinion was that he
meant to dissolve Parliament, making use of the right
which he still believed he possessed and which the Cortes
denied to him.

All these rumours, reaching me by different sources,
preoccupied me very much. I decided to "interrogate the
sphinx" and advise him that he should be reconciled to
the Government and submit to Parliament. He gave me
an audience and I went to the Palace. I did not know that
this would be the last time we should meet and that forty-
eight hours later, by the exigencies of a duty which I could
not decline, I should be occupying his place.

I put the problem before Senor Alcala-Zamora in a few
words. I told him that I thought the Cabinet decision was
perfectly legal and constitutional and that the good of the
country and the peace of the Republic demanded com-
plete accordance on his part. He did not object in any
way, but nor did he express any agreement with my
thesis. The only thing I could see in his attitude was a
wish that the interview should be ended.

That theme being finished, I took the conversation on
to other equally slippery ground, that of his relations with
the Government. "It is not possible,'31 told him, "that the
President and the responsible Government should remain
in open opposition. All public men resented his antagonism
and impartial opinion saw a cause of restlessness in these
differences, while the Government's enemies found in
them arguments for their campaigns. No regime could
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